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RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. 





[From the Concord N. H. Monitor.] 
JUDICIAL OATES. 
Marr, v. 27—37. 
On the interpretation of this passage mainly 
depends the question, whether judicial oaths 





are allowed or forbidden in the gospel. It is 
a question which I might not have felt myself 
called upon to discuss in the pulpit,did it ot oc-| 
cur in a regular expository course. But I ought} 
not to pass it over, nor ought I to hesitate to 

give you my opinion on the subject, however ill 

it may accord with your sentiments and practice. | 
This I shall give you with my reasons for it 
after a brief paraphrase of the passage just 
read, ,; 

Ye have heard that it was said to « —- 
to your fathers, by Moses: Thou shalt not for- 
rod ig or perjure thyself, but shalt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths. The passages in the law 
here referred to are the two following : Thou 
shalt not swear by my name falsely, and, If a 
man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath 
to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break 
his word, he shall do according to all that pro- 
ceedeth out of his mouth. 

But I say unto you, Swear not at all,—not 
only refrain from swearing by God, but from 
oaths of every kind; for whatever you swear 
by, you swear by what appertains to God, and 
therefore by him. Swear not at all, not even 
by heaven, for it is God’s throne. I render the 
disjunctive conjuiction in this place not “y"} 
because it often bears that sense. It does, e. | 
¢. in the following verse: The multitude came | 
together again, So that they could not so much | 
as eat bread, or could not even eat bread. | 
Here the Greek word corresponding to our| 
word ‘neither’ is used in the sense of not even, | 
and I am disposed to think that it bears the | 
same sense inthe verse under consideration. | 
Not even by heaven; for it is God’s throne, or | 
the place where are the most splendid manifes- | 
tations of his glory. | 

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool.) 
The orienta! throne was a seat with both back | 
and arms, and of so great a height as to render | 
a footstool necessary. The heavens above being | 
figuratively represented as the throne of God, | 
by a natural continuation of the same figure the | 
earth beneath is represented as his footstool. 
Neither by Jerusalem ; for it is not the city of 
your nation ; but of God, the great and univer- 
gal king. 

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head ; for it 
is not thine own; thou hast no power over it, 
thou canst not make one hair white or black. 

But let your word for yes be yes, and your} 
word for no be no, i. e. when you wish to affirm | 
or deny any thing, use a plain yes or no; for 
whatsoever is more than this cometh of evil, i. 
e. any thing beyond this must either have a 
wrong motive or an injurious tendency. 

Our Saviour instances in this place several of | 
the colloquial oaths in common use among the | 
Jews. I find no evidence that they were in| 
the habit of swearing solemnly by heaven or the | 
earth, by Jerusalem or by their own heads, and | 
then deliberately perjuring themselves. But 
they probably viewed oaths of this kind in the 
same light in which frivolous people among us 
view oaths by heaven, by faith and the like, by 
which they freely accompany any assertion 
however trivial or unmeaning, and if they are 
in the habit of uttering falsehood, however 
false. 

Let us now consider the question whether | 
judicial oaths in the presence of civil magistrates | 
are included in our Saviour’s prohibition. [| 
think that they are. | 

I think so, first, because they are not excepted. | 
In a passionate, denunciatory discourse, we| 
should not expect to see exceptions distinctly | 
stated. Butthis sermon onthe mount is a calm, 
methodical, didactic discourse. Moreover, ex. | 
ceptions are expre:sly made in several of the 
prohibitions given in this immediate connexion. | 
Thus the prohibition of anger is not indiscrimi- | 
nate; but he only who is angry without cause | 
is denounced as worthy of punishment. So) 
in the general prohibition of divorce the case | 
of conjugal infidelity is expressly excepted, and 
in like manner, had our Saviour intended to al- | 
low judicial oaths, instead of saying, Swear not 
at all, he would have said, Swear not except in| 
judgment, or Swear not except before the mag- | 
istrate. 

I think, secondly, that our Saviour intends in | 
this passage to prohihit judicial as well as other | 
oaths, because, unless he does, he adds nothing | 
to what Moses had previously commanded. In 
order to give this idea its full force, we must 
take into view the whole structure of this por- 
tion of the discourse. Our Savior is illustrating | 
the position, that he came not to abrogate, but | 
carry out and complete the teachings of the) 
law and the prophets. Moses, he says, forbade | 
murder; I go farther and forbid anger which 
leads to it. Moses forbade licentious conduct ; | 
I go farther and forbid the licentious thoughts | 
in which it originates. Moses fo~bade divorce, | 
without legal formalities ; I go farther and for- | 
bid it, except when the highest moral delinquen- | 
cy makes it necessary. Moses forbade exces- 
sive revenge; I go farther and forbid all re- 
venge. Moses enjoined love to neighbors; I 

#0 farther and enjo:n love to enemies. In the 
midst of these precepts stands the command- 
ment,—Swear not at all. Now if we suppose 
that our Saviour did not intend to prohibit judi- 
cial oaths, we make him in this instance go no 
farther than Moses goes, while in all other ca- 
ses, he goes beyond Moses. We make him to 
say simply: Moses forbade you to swear falsely 
or vainly; and I make the same prohibition. 
For the law of Moses forbade all oaths except 
on the most solemn occasions. It forbade | 
swearing on trivial occasions: Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. It 
forbade false swearing: Thou shalt not swear 
by my name falsely, It forbade swearing by 
any other name than that of God: Thou shalt 
fear the Lord thy God, and serve him alone: 
thou shalt cleave to him, and swear by his name. 
There is nothing left unprohibited except oaths 
on judicial occasions or on occasions of equal 
solemnity, and if Christ goes beyond Moses in 








j 





this cage,as he does in every other instance in the 





same connexion, he must have prohibited sol- 
emn and judicial oaths. But if we suppose 
Christ to say here, Moses forbade perjury, I go 
farther and forbid oaths of all kinds, we then 
reduce this passage to the analogy of the rest 
of the discourse. 

A farther reason for thinking that Christ in- 
tended to prohibit judicial, as well as other oaths, 
is that St James manifestly referring to these 
same words, quotes their substance in a form 
that still more manifestly excludes oaths of ev- 
ery kind: Above all things, my brethren, swear 
not, neither by heaven, neither by earth, neither 
by any other oath: but let your yea be yea, 
and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemna- 
tion. 

Moreover the fathers of the church for the 
first three centuries, so far as we are informed 
of their opinion, interpreted this portion of our 
Saviour’s discourse to be a prohibition of oaths 
of every kind whatsoever; and there is abun- 
dant reason to believe that the primitive Chris- 
tains abstained not only from swearing by false 
gods and on trivial occasions, but from swearing 
by the true God on solemn occasions. Now 
these fathers, and these primitive Christians, 
living as near as they did to gospel times, are 
good authority as to the interpretation of our 
Saviour’s language, and most probably had tra- 
ditional knowledge of the understanding and 
practice of the apostles on this subject. 

For these reasons I think that our Saviour, 
in the passage under consideration, intended to 
prohibit judicial as well as other oaths. I am 
confirmed in this opinion by the view which I 
take of the utility and moral tendency of judicial 
oaths, viz: that they do no good and much harm. 
If this be the case, we should expect that our 
Saviour would prohibit them. 

1. I first maintain that they do no good. A 
religious man’s word is as good as his oath. 
He knows that every word that he utters, he 
utters in the presence of the heart-searching 
God,—that, if he gives utterance to falsehood, 
whether on oath or not, he lies not to men alone 
but to God. He therefore does not need an 


legally exempted from liability to oaths for more 
than two centuries; and to the Mennonites, a 
sect of Anabaptists, belongs a very large pro- 
portion of the intelligence, wealth, commerce 
and influence of Holland, and I believe that in 
the custom-house, in the courts and in the Sen- 
ate, a Mennonite’s word has at least as much 
weight as the oath of one of his fellow citizens. 
It is an indubitable fact that those bodies of 
men that have on principle refused to take 
legal oaths have always been remarkable for 
their probity and honesty. Nor do I think this 
a bare casual coincidence. I do believe that 
their dispensing with oaths of all kinds has had 
a decidedly good moral influence upon them, 
and that the entire abrogation of legal oaths 
would be in the highest degree favorable to the 
cause of probity and honesty throughout the 
whole community, a position which I shall at- 
tempt to illustrate by showing that judicial 
oaths not only do no good, but much harm. 
A. P. P. 
[To be continued.) 


MY MOTHER’S LAST PRAYER. 


‘God protect thee, my little one,’ said my 
mother, as I stood by her dying bed. There 
was a tremor in her fainting voice, which 
trembled on my lip. I, in childish joyfulness, 
shook the pale hand of my dying parent from 
my head ; and buried my brow in the rich mass 
of dark hair which floated o’er her pillow.— 
Again her sweet voice sighed, ‘Lead her not in 
the way of temptation, but deliver her from evil.’ 
I raised my head from its beautiful resting 
place, and as young as I was, I felt the influ- 
ence of my mother’s prayer. Her lips still 
moved, and her deep blue eyes were bent on 
me as if they would have left one of their bright 
unearthly rays, as a seal of death-bed covenant; 
but she spoke not again. The last effort of na- 
ture had uttered that prayer, and she lived not 
to breathe another. I have every reason to 
believe that God has, in a degree, caused that 
prayer to be instrumental in gaining its own 





oath to induce him to speak the truth. A su- 
perstitious man, who has no religious principle, | 
may perhaps be more likely to tell the truth un- | 
der oath than without an oath. But it is the | 
tendency of the times to do away superstition | 
of all kinds; and the number is now probably | 
very small, and is growing smaller every year, | 
of those who have that superstitious reverence 
for an oath which would make them tell the; 
truth when adjured by one, when they would 
falsify without one. The additional sanction 
which an oath gives to an affirmation ora prom- 
ise rests indeed on superstition alone. For 
truth is the law of God; and whoever tells a lie 
or breaks a promise as truly and as heinously 
offends against his law, when without an oath as 
when under oath. 


strongest of obligations to sneak the truth at =» 
times and places, nor can an oath strengthen or 


the absence of an oath weaken that obligation. 
But if the moral obligation of oaths rests on an 
unsound and false basis, they cannot be a safe 
or permanent instrument, and are surely an un- 
worthy instrument in the hands of an enlight- 
ened and Christian government. There yet re- 
main a class of men, who are neither religious 
nor superstitious ; and it is commonly believed 
that such men are more likely to utter the truth 
under oath than without an oath. This may be 
the case; but if so,I do not think that it is the fear 
of divine retribution either in this world or the 
world to come that restrains them from perjury ; 
for perjury cannot meet with a more fearful re- 





Man is bound by the) 





tribution than the scriptures expressly threaten 
to liars. It is the fear of the pains and penalties 
which the statute book attaches to perjury that 
deters bad men from bearing false testimony ; 
and this fear would have the same effect upon 
Atheists as upon the believers in a God and a 
future retribution. Indeed, if I am rightly in- 
formed, the Chief Justice of our own State 
[New Hampshire] has laid it down as a princi- 
ple that even Atheism should be no bar to a 
man’s being admitted to testify upon oath, 
but that the only question to be asked is: 
Are you aware of the legal penalties decreed 
against perjury ? Now, were oaths abolished, 
these same penalties for false witness might 
remain on the statute book, and exert as much 
influence as they now do. 

Expeiience has shown that legal oaths do 
little or no good. Oaths are not generally kept 
inviolate by those whose word could not be de- 
pended upon. The instances are frequent, in 
some parts of our country alarmingly frequent, 
in which witnesses sworn to tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, bear false, 
imperfect or exaggerated testimony. The le- 
gions of petty town officers that are annually 
sworn into office in New England do not ap- 
pear in the least quickened to diligence or fidel- 
ity by the oath planted on the threshold of 
office. The members of our state and national 
legislatures become as readily the tools of party 
as if there were no oath that bound them to 
honesty, independence and fidelity. No where 
are oaths more numerous and strict than in the 
custom-house department both in this country 
and in Europe; but yet the custom house is 
proverbially the theatre of perjury—and in all 
these departments oaths are not only now inad- 
equate to ensure honesty; but complaints of the 
inefficiency of oaths are of as long standing as 
the oaths themselves are. Uniform experience 
has shown that, while honest men will be honest 
without oaths, dishonest men will be dishonest 
in spite of them. 

Experience teaches us yet another lesson 
with regard to the utility of oaths. There have 
been and are no better citizens or more honest 
men than those who have refused to take oaths. 
The primitive Christians were allowed even by 
their adversaries the praise of honesty and fi- 
delity ; and yet they never swore. More hon- 
est men than the Quakers as a body have been, 
the world has never seen, More perfect good 
faith than the Quaker and consequently non- 
fwearing government of Pennsylvania kept, 
has neverbeen kept. Never was a treaty pre- 
served longer and more entirely inviolate than 
the treaty of Willian Penn with the Indians,— 
a treaty which had neither oaths nor vouchers 


nor sureties, and now no one doubts thata 


Quaker’s affirmation ig as good as another man’s 
oath. The Anabaptiets in Holland have been 


| the Catholic religion, and deeming it to be our) 


answer; for often when the heedlessness of 
youth would have led me into errors, has the 
sweet voice now hushed forever, intermingled 
itself with my thoughts,and like the rosy links of 
fairy chain, drawn me from my purpose. Oft 
when my brow has been wreathed with flowers 
or the festival, when my cheek has been 
flushed, and my eyes sparkled with anticipated 
pleasures, have I caught the reflection of that 
eye, in the mirror, and thought it resembled my 
mother’s; and as the mantle of supplication to 
heaven has come back to my memory, the clus- 
tering roses have been torn from my head, sober 





sadness has chased the natural glow from my 
cheek, and the light from mine eye; and my} 
thoughts have been carried back to my lost pa- | 


rent, and from her, to the heaven she inhabits. 
’ fen-eival and «HN ite say SEATON Bs he Gres 
orgotten, and I have been ‘delivered from | 


temptation.’ Again; when the sparkling wine 
cup has almost bathed my lips, has the last) 
prayer of my mother seemed to mingle with its | 
contents and it has remained untasted. When | 
my hand has rested in that of the dishonorable, | 
and trembled at the touch of him that Says in his | 
heart there is no God, as that voice seemed to | 
flow with its fascinating accents, I have listened | 
to it and fled, as if from a serpent of my own) 
native forest.— Unknown. 








[From the Christian Watchman. } 
NO PERSECUTION. 
Having frequently expressed our dislike to | 





duty to do the same again as opportunity may 
present, it may not be amiss for us to state defi- 
nitely the grounds upon which we oppose the 
Catholics. 

In the first place, we disclaim all intention to 
persecute. To persecute, is to infringe upon 
one’s natural rights as a citizen on account of 
his religious opinions. If Catholics come among 
us and demean themselves as good citizens, we 
would have then enjoy every advantage of citi- 
zenship, that our happy land yields to the freest 
of her sons, and we would concede to them 
also, the most unbounded. freedom to worship | 
God in what manner they may choose, provided | 
they do not, by so doing, infringe upon the 
equal rights of others. But if Catholics, or 
Mohammedans, or Pagans, come among us, and 
introduce a religion which we think subversive 
of the gospel of Christ, or dangerous to our 
civil and social institutions, we will avail our- 
selves of the privilege of free discussion, which 
we enjoy,and endeavor to expose the fallacies and 
corruptions of such a religion,that by that means, 
on the one hand, we may, if possible, prevent 
the spread of such a centagion, and on the other 
restore those who are thus infected. 

John Calvin fearlessly assailed the false doc- 
trines and the corrupt practices of the Romish 
Church; but Calvin did not persecute the Catho- 
lics. On the other hand, be became a subject 
of persecution, on this account. This was un- 
just. He ought to have been permitted to dis- 
cuss freely these topics, as in the providence of 
God, he did in spite of the Catholics. We live 
in other times, and in a happier country, where 
we are protected in this right. To expose then 
by a free discussion, what we think false to re- 
ligion or dangerous to the state, is no persecu- 
tion, it is the birth-right of an American citi- 
zen. 

We believe the Roman Catholic religion to 
be utterly subversive of the gospel of Christ; 
and, in its spirit and tendency, utterly opposed 
to American institutions. The religion of the 
Bible is pre-eminently the defence of American 
institutions, but Romanism is a corruption of 
Christianity, and is therefore, as we might nat- 
urally expect, decidedly opposed to all that as 
American citizens we hold dear to us. 

What was the church of Rome at the dawn 
of the reformation, when the remnant of God’s 
people came out of her? In the expressive 
language of scripture, she was the mother of 
harlots and abominations of the earth, drunken 
with the blood of saints, and with the blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus. And what the Church of 
Rome then was, be it remembered, it now is. 
Not a single principle of her faith has been 
abandoned, nor a ceremony relinquished. Shall 











we be told by some that we see not in the 


SEES 


Catholic religion in this country those enormi- 
ties, of which we read in her history in other 
countries. Romanism in this country is the 
serpent in the egg, and needs time and circum- 
stances to develop its true nature. Change in 
the Catholic religion is out of the question. It 
is unfortunately the offspring of infallibility,and 
therefore cannot change. 

The fundamental principle of Romanism is, 
that the authority of the Church, expressed by 
its organ and supreme head, the Pope, is para- 
mount to the authority of the Bible. Hence its 
tendency is to lay aside the Bible; and it is a 
matter of fact, that Catholics have but very little 
regard for the Bible. The great majority of 
them never see the Bible in the whole course of 
their lives, Protestantism, or a pure Christ- 
ianity on the other hand, has for its fundamental 
principle, that the Bible shall be the only rule 
of faith and practice tothe disciple. Romanism, 
therefore, is not Christianity. It retains not a 
single feature of the religion of Jesus. 

Popery has iu it the very elements of despot- 
ism. “Faith inthe Church,” says an eminent 
Catholie writer, “does not originate with the 
low and pass to the high; but originates with 
the high, and passes to the low ;” i. e. it origi- 
nates with the Pope who, as they say, is the 
centrum unitatis and passes from him to his 
subjects, as being of higher authority than the 
word of God; so that his subjects go and come | 
at his bidding by the fear of eternal damnation. 
Such was the power of the Pope for centuries 
that princes were his most obedient subjects 
and were dethroned at his pleasure. 





[From the Independent Messenger. } 
BENEVOLENCE. 

“There is joy in heaven,among the angels of God, 
over one sinner that repenteth.”’ 

Benevolence is the ornament of earth and 
heaven. It is the spring to all virtue, the es- 
sence of true religion, and the source of all true 
bliss. Few, if any, of the human race are 
wholly destitue of this principle. Malevolence 
is so far from being common to mankind, that 
when, in a few cases, after long habit it has 
grown to be the ruling principle of human ac- 
tions, it excites an almost universal abhorrence. 
The opinion however that men are equally be- 
nevolent in principle or action, is destitute of 
the least foundation in fact, or support from ex- 
perience. 

There is on the contrary, a most beautiful 
ascent in the exercise the natural good will and 
kindness of heart, from the smallest degree of 
it in the most limited sphere, up to the angel of 
God whose eye surveys the whole circle of the 
human race, and whose benevolent heart bursts 
into a rapture of joy at the repentance and sal- 
vation of the basest and most degraded sinner 
in the wide world. 


honor to Christ, and gratification to all benevo- 
lent beings, as well as secures the eternal peace 
to his own soul. 

Finally, gentle reader, if thou wouldst be in 
the way that leads to heaven,;commence the diffi- 
cult work of learning to be‘benevolent. Begin 
with the first round in that heavenly ladder, and 
place thy feet on every ascending round till 
thou arrivest at the top, where heavenly splen- 
dors will surround thee, and the company and 
the joy of angels shall be thy portion; and the 
visions of grace wrap thy adoring soul in the 
ecstasies of everlasting bliss. ere, 











ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 


ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF OCCASIONAL 
MEETINGS FOR 8O0CIAL RELIGIOUS CON- 
VERSATION AND PRAYER. 


NO. I. 
In Unitarian Societies it has not been the 
genera} practice to hold meetings for religious 
conversation and prayer. There are indeed in- 
dividual societies which have adopted the prac- 
tice, the members of which believe that they 
have derived great benefit from it. But among 
the great body of this class of christians it has 
not been common. And yet I have thought 
that in the great mass of the community there 
are defects in religious character—defects not 
reached by our ordinary means of religious im- 
provement, and which it has seemed to me can 
be remedied in no way so well as by properly 
conducted meetings for social religious conver- 
sation and prayer. 

I propose therefore, Mr Editor, with your 
leave, in this and afew following essays to state 
what these defects are—the reasons why I think 
they are not reached by our ordinary means of 
religious improvement ; together with the rea- 
sons for believing that they may be remedied 
by occasional meetings for social religious 
conversation and prayer. The remarks which 
I shall offer will refer principally to the Unitarian 
denomination, though I am satisfied that the 
defects which I have noticed are to be found in 
all denominations, in some to a greater and in 
some perhaps to a less degree than among our- 
selves. The subject is one I have for a long 
time wished to bring before the public. Indeed 
I once made the attempt to do this through the 
columns of a different and distant journal—but 
was prevented by multiplicity of engagements 





eS Fe Chk ene eehn seatenine ell 
his good and geverous feelings and sympathies 
to the narrow sphere of his immediate family, 
caring not for others, and thinking not of the 
poor, the stranger, or the mariner exposed to 
the dangers and storms of the deep, far be it 
from me to deny him the merit of the little 
good he does,and place him on a level with those 
monsters in human shape who neglect their 
children, never leading them to school, or to 
the house of God, but permitting them to grow 
up in the midst of bad examples, in the neglect 
of all duty, practising every vice, profaning the 
Sabbath and the name of the Lord, and thus 
daily ripening them for early destruction. But 
while I render such persons as confine their 
benevolence to their single families, all due 
respect and esteem, I must say our world would 
be very wretched were there in it no men of 
nobler minds; and therefore I rejoice that there 
are those who take a lively interest in the wel- 
fare of their neighbors, their parish, their coun- 
try; who think of the poor, the sick and dying 
with emotions of heart, and are ready to rejoice 
with them that rejoice. 

Others again, overleaping the boundaries of 
kindred and country, embrace in the sphere of 
their benevolent feelings and exertions, the 
improvement and the happiness of every kindred 
and kingdom of the earth. This characteris no 
fiction, but a most rare though a most lovely 
reality. Few indeed arrive at such a conquest 
of self, such an exact imitation of our blessed 
Saviour, while here on earth. But it gives me 
pain to see that this master of all the virtues 
and graces has not escaped the common fate ; 
i. e. of being counterfeited. This has been done 
by restraining its exercises to the civilization, 
civil liberty, the arts, commerce and other im- 
provements of the present life, to the neglect of 
the soul and its destination in eternity; as if 
that were an affair in which we have nothing to 
do, not only, but in which we are required to 
feel no interest. Than this nothing can be 
more absurd. Does not the future destiny of the 
soul, the better and immortal part of man, affect 
the character of God, the only perfect model for 
our imitation? Does it not affect the benevo- 
lence of our religion, the source whence we de- 
rive all our true benevolence? Natural good 
nature, by the help of finely written specula- 
tions, and touching descriptions of this subject, 
may assist certain persons to obtain such a state 
of feeling as would be gratified with the uni- 
versal spread of learning and liberty and charity, 
especially if it can be done without much sac- 
fice on their part; yet this feeling falls very far 
short of that deep sentiment and emotion of 
heart, which led the Saviour to die for the world 
and still leads his followers to make a common 
cause with their fellow creatures, in body and 
soul, for time and for eternity. This genuine 
sentiment of the heart is found only in the 
treasury of divine grace, upon which, they who 
can, after taking an interest in the temporal 
welfare of men, see their souls fall into per- 
petual insensibility, lose forever their conscious- 


ness of personal identity, or pass over the gulf 


of eternal perdition without concern or sympa- 
thy, have never drawn very deeply. 

Now he only who has suppressed all the sel- 
fish feelings of his heart, and cultivated all the 


propensities of his nature by the help of 


the gospel, can have fellowship with the angels 


of heaven, and with them feel the holy raptures 


of joy at the repentance of each sinner who 
cometh to God; because he is a brother, and 


_ because by so doing, he brings glory to God, 


a 





from.pursuing the subject. Some of the ideas 
contained in this number were there advanced 


under a different name and in somewhat of a 
different form—with these prefatory remarks I 
will proceed to the subject of my essays. 

I have said that there are in the great mass 
of the community defects im religious character. 
The first defect which I have noticed is the 
want of a proper degree of true heavenly mind- 
edness, (if I may be permitted to use a word 
often used by divines). By heavenly minded- 
ness I mean the pervading feeling that we are 
strangers and pilgrims on earth—that our pres- 
ent life is but a state of preparation for a higher, 
holier and happier state of existence ; and that 
heaven, ora state of purity and blessedness in 
the spiritual world, is our home ; together with 
the state of affections, desires, hopes and antici- 
pations which this feeling if powerful and per- 
vading will naturally produce. Let me illus- 
trate this. There are several Americans re- 
siding in London. Yet, though they reside there 
they feel themselves to be but sojourners in the 
place. They regard America as their home, to 
which they hope after a time to return. They 
are residing there it may be for different pur- 
poses ; but all have reference to their return to 
their native land. Is one engaged in complet- 
ing a professional education? It is that he may 
be fully prepared for honorable distinction and 
extensive usefulness in that profession on his 
return. Is another engaged in the prosecution 
of business ? It is that he may acquire a com- 
petency with which to return to the land of his 
birth. And so of every other pursuit. These 
individuals may speak the same language as 
those with whom they associate. They may 
engage in all the innocent amusements of the 
place. They may be unwearied in their devotion 
to business or indefatigable in their pursuit of 
science. There may be nothing in the pursuits 
to which they devote themselves to denote that 
they are strangers and sojourners merely. And 
yet in the manner in which they engage in their 
respective pursuits, there may be something 
which gives the impression that they belong to 
another land, to which they are preparing to 
return. There is manifested among them a 
strong American feeling. This is not manifest- 
ed by their continually speaking of their own 
country and intruding their remarks concern- 
ing it upon all whom they may meet—nor by 
manifesting a shyness towards those among 
whom they may be placed. It is manifested by 
the peculiar but indescribable manner in which 
they engage in their respective pursuits ; by 
their having reference in all their plans to their 
return; by the pleasure they manifest in an 
opportunity to converse with one recently from 
the land of their affections—end by their high 
relish of the joys of epistolary communion with 
those who are there; and by their naturally 
and almost involuntarily reverting in their con- 
versation with cach other to the land from 





whence they came and to which they ere pre- 





paring:to return. There is in shert something 
in the whole air and tone of their conduct—. 
what, you cannot precisely: tell—but ‘something 
which shows that all-their warmest affections~— 
all their strongest desires—all their nvost‘ardent’ 
hopes—and all their brightest anticipation 
tend to America and centte there; that they 
are looking forward to their retorn home with 
strong interestand preparing: for it with diligent: 
assiduity. 

This it seems to me faintly. represents the: 
condition of christians, and points out what’ 
should be their state of feeling.. We are placed’ 
here that we may in-our’several: ways prepare 
for a higher, holier and happier state of exis- 
tence. We may engage im different lawful 
pursuits; but all these pursuits should be fol-- 
lowed with an- ultimate reference to this prepa-- 
ration for heaven as our home. We may-en.- 
gage in the innocent’ amusements of: life ; we: 
may enter upon: the’ transactions of business ;° 
we may devote ourselves to the investigations 
of science and the pursuits of literature.. Yet! 
there should be something im the manner in 
which we do all this, which will indicate that 
we regard ourselves but: as strangers and so- 





journers here ; something: which sheuld show 
that we engage in them not as ends but as 
means ; not as relating solely to this world—. 
but with reference to the preparation we should 
ever strive to make for a -heavenly- habitation. 


This our heavenly mindedness should be mani- 
fested not by our continnally talking about 
heaven and holiness and’ religion, and intrud- 
ing our remarks upon: these subjects upon the 
notice of all we may meet, nor by a cold shyness 
towards those among whom we may be placed.. 
It should be manifested’ by the peculiar manner 
in which we engage in the pursuits of life ; and. 


by the ultimate object we have ia view ; :by the 
delight we take in holding communion with our 


God in prayer,and,with our Saviour.in meditation, 
upon his example, and: our endeavors to imbibe - 
his spirit; and especially by the constant refer- 

ence which we make in all our plans of business. 
to another and a spiritual world.. There should: 
be something in all we do- speaking of. heaven. 
and showing that our affections, desires, hopes- 





and anticipations all centre there.. This it seems. 


| to me should be the state of feeling among 


christians. And I am satisfied that I am not. 


| wrong, when I look into the life of our Saviour. 


As I read his history—go with him in imagina- 
tion in his wandering—listen to his instructions 
—and unite with him in his- devotions, I feel: 
that although on earth and among men, still he 
is not a being of earth—he is but a sojourner 
here ; that his home is in the bosom. of. the 
Father. But Jesus was the living representa- 
tion of perfection. in: Christianity—what: we 
should strive in some degree to become... 

The defect of which-I am speaking as exist: 
ing in the great mass of the christian communi- 
ty of all denominations, is a want:of this true 
heavenly mindedness ; this spirituality of- char- 
acter ; this spirit of the Gospel. pervading the 

whole man. As I have been among my fellow 


christians, and have watched-theirplans for the 


education of their children, their general con- 
versation ; the manner in which they engage im 
the pursuits of life as indicating the tendency 
of their desires and affections ; it: has seemed’ 
to me that I was among people devoted to this 
world rather than among expectants of a hea- 
venly inheritance.. They edueate their children 
for this and not for a heavenly world: They 
aim at manliness and not spirituality: of charac- 


ter. They fix the thoughts of these young im- 
mortals upon distinction among their fellow 


men, and not upon advancement in_ holiness. 
And so im regard to their owm: conversation. 
They speak of a reverse of fortune as the ruim 
of a man, when it may: be the very making, of 
him as a spiritual being. They speak of: him 
who is amassing property, rather than, of him 
who is making religious progress, as the truly 
prosperous man. They speak of: him.as the 
truly happy man who has abundance of wealth, 
who is surrounded by friends. and in the-enjoy- 
ment of physical health ; and not of him.whose 
heart is right with God. I might go on, but EF 
will forbear; I may be mistaken: I ask there 
fore that your readers will examine the subject 
for themselves: and say whether there is. not in: 
christians generailly—whether there is not in 
themselves in particular, a want of a proper de- 
gree of heavenly mindedness.. J. W. 





POR THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL ROOM. 
NO. Il. 


As it has become the duty of each teacher to 
make known the mode of teaching their scholars, 
I will offer » few remarks upon that subject. 

My class being composed of young children, 
I use the catechisms—I endeavour to impress 
upon them the importance ef well attending 
to their S. School lessons ;—frequently request 
them to ask their parents to explain what they 





cannot readily understand, that they may be the 
better prepared to answer any other question 
that may suggest itself’ ;—often ask them ques- 
tions upon their previous lessons to seeif they 
remember what has been learned,—sometimes 
read a portion of seripture that is in connection 
with their lessons, that they may better under- 





stand it, end know that they are taken from 
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‘the Gospels; and for its accuracy and truth, the 
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thence—am watchful that they pay strict at- 
tention, to the many exceedingly interesting 
addresses that are offered—question them in 
regard to them—ask them about the different 
characters, in former exercises, to see if they 
have not forgotten that which by imitation will 
prove beneficial to their characters. You will 
see that I have not adopted any exact mode. 

I have said that I sometimes read a portion 
of scripture to my scholars—in regard to this, 
I must confess that I cannot interest them as | 
could wish. A person must have a very thorough 
knowledge of the N. Testament, to explain its 
figurative language and the style in which it is 
written, and lay it ina plain and interesting 
manner before the mind of a child. Nothing is of 
more importance than that a child should 
thorouglily understand the history of our blessed 
Redeemer, and become acquainted with his 
life, particularly of his youth—it is so discon- 
nected in the Scriptures, here a little and there 
a little, that while some phrase, unmeaning to 
them, is revolving in their little minds, they 
overlook many of the most beautiful traits in 
his character. They forget his parentage and 
descent and place of residence; they do not 
dJearn that it was about 100 miles 
Nazareth to Bethlehem the place of his nativity; 
it does not enter their minds, that the city of 
David was thronged by citizens from all parts 
of the country in consequence of the law of 


from 


Augustus, and that all the houses of resort for 
travelers were full to overflowing, so that his 
parents were obliged to take lodgings in a 
stable. 
so different from that now in use, that it isa 


As I have said before, the language is 


difficult task for a person of a common education 
‘to explain the Scriptures to a child. 

I have recently taken Ware’s Life of the 
Saviour, and after hearing them recite their 
lessons, &c.—read from that, and find that they 
are delighted with it. 
and they listen to it with eargerness. 
his life, written in the style of biography in 


This they can understand, 
Here is 
our days. In this they seem to see him as he 
was, the son of a mechanic; they watch his 
movements, and listen to his conversation with 
the dottors’at Jerusalem, when only twelve 
years of agé; they quickly discover that he was 
obedient to his parents; and itis told in such a 
familiar,simple manner that it cannot but ve a 
good effecc on their characters through life. 
They here learn a lesson from the highest 
authority, to respect the aged. In short—lI 
think no one can read a chapter or a page, 
without acknowledging, that the writer has so 
‘beautifully delineated the character of Christ, 
that it makes‘a more deep and lasting impression 
on the minds of children, than the reading of 











N. Testament will.youch. 
I have said thus much in regard to the Scrip- | 


‘tures and the life of our Saviour, because [| 
‘think if we would teach children religion, we | 


must begin at the foundation; the example of 
Him, who spake as never man spake, must be 
brought before them in a manner at once 
pleasing and impressive, so as to influence them 
-in all their future occupations, 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 
TO THE BENEVOLENT. 

Mr Epiror—As much is said and done at the 
‘present time to raise the standard of good mor- 
als among the . poorer classes, will you allow a 
friend to the poor to suggest a few thoughts in 
their behalf, particularly with reference to their 
‘religious habits. For instance, look round this 
city. Here we have every gradation of intellect, 
and all manner of occupations. The wealthy 
and those in what is called “comfortable cir- 








cumstances,” .are enabled to attend church on 
‘the Sabbath, and scientific lectures during the 
week for their instruction and entertainment. 
‘But how is it in general with our Seamen, day 
Jeborers, and all that numerous class who do 
eur heavy work? They-form a very important 
link in the chain of society,—and we cannot do 
without them. Why may they not be enlight- 
ened by useful and practical lectures, delivered 
in a plain; familiar manner. It really appears 
as though we did not consider this subject in a 
proper light. But they are, for the most part, 
deft im ignorance, and must grope their way 
through the world after a fashion—perhaps in 
vice. But, witha little care, they might be 
drained to virtue and tempérance, and love of 
useful: knowledge. Now, Mr Editor, if it is not 
thought bare-faced egotism, I wish to beg the at- 
tention of the benevolent to these classes. [have 
Deen anxious fora long time to see some one 
step forward to check skepticism and immorality 
among these-clesses, by establishing classes for 
the free, familiar discussion of -various subjects, 
which will be likely to interest them, and at the 
same time cal] forth their moral feelings, and 
lead them to respect-our civil, social, moral and 
religious institutions. If I had the means, it 
would afford me great pleasure to engage in 
‘this work; but as I have not, these hints may 
possibly call forth those who have abundant 
means, and who are much bétter qualified for 

















the work. Senex. 
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POPERY—WHAT SHALL BE DONE? 

This is the title of an article in the last Re- 
corder.» The Editor quoted a few sentences 
from what we had written the week before, be- 
ginning with the questions—*W hat would those 
who are exciting so much alarm by their de- 
‘ecription of the great strides which the Catho- 
lics are making towards power, require the peo- 
plelor government to do?” Wequote @ part 
of the Editor's reply. 
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This is coming to the point; and we are disposed to 
answer it. Inthe first place, however, we believe 
that the probability of Catholic ascendency in this 
country has been overrated by some; but to say no- 
thing of the “Great Valley,” it iscertain that the 
number of Catholics has very much increased in 
Boston, New York and Philadelphia, &c. within a 
few years; that serious evils accompany the increase; 
and we must do something, or affairs will grow 
worse and worse. As for excluding future immi- 
grants, we do not believe it will be done. The in- 
ducements they have to come here, will a them 
here. The demand for labor will be supplied; and 
they will come to supply it. The only question is, 
what are “the government or the people to do”’ 
with them, when here ? 

We do not know that the government ought to do 
any thing with them, as Catholics; although no for- 
eigners of any sect, ought to be allowed to vote at 
elections, so easily as they now do in some places. 
But we have something for the people to do, and we 
wish to see the people engaged in doing it. 

These Catholics must be converted, People may 
call this fanaticism, or bigotry, or what they please; 
but when a man does not deem it important that oth- 
ers should be converted to his principles, it is because 
he has no principles. 





The Editor proceeds further to give his rea- 
sons why Protestants are bound to attempt the 
conversion of Catholics, and points out in this 


connection the leading, palpable errors of 


Popery. In all that he says, he shows a prompt- 


ness and vigor, an independent exercise of his 
own feelings and judgment in the case which 


no one can fail to respect. He does not indeed 


point out the mode of operation but insists upon 
the duty, and upon makiog everything tend to 
it. 


The work cannot be accomplished by public con- 
troversy. Statements and arguments in the news- 
papers, and the like, may promote it, just so far as 
they lead to efforts for the conversion of individual 
Catholics to the truth; and no farther. And but for 
our faith in the possibility of rousing Christians to 
such efforts, and in their ultimate success, we would 
drop the subject at once and forever. 


the distribution of books and tracts in the course 
of the preceding year, (amounting to nearly 
7,000), and of the faithful labors of missionaries 
in the cause, show that the objects of the As- 
sociation are followed up with great activity, 
perseverance and zeal; and that the success of 
these exertions, if not equal to the wishes and 
prayers of those who promote them or share in 
them, are sufficient for encouragement and aui- 
They are not ashamed of their 
poverty, nor do they repine because not many 


mating hope. 


mighty and not many noble are called. 

Various Resolutions were adopted and Ad- 
dresses made. 

The Rey. James Forrest, “who was educating 
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for the ministry of the Church of Scotland at 
the University of Glasgow, but whose scriptural 
inquiries have led him to the belief that Chris- 
tian Unitarianism is the doctrine of Jesus, ad- 
dressed the meeting” on the subject of a reso- 
lution respecting the growth of Unitarianism in 


progress. Concerning the manner in which 


it is met he makes the following remarks : 


It is a mistake to suppose, that the cold reception 
which our cause meets with from Scotsmen, is owing 
to a deep-rooted affection which they are thought to 
have for the heart-withering doctrines of the national 
creed. It is rather, in my opinion, the result of a 
long undisturbed repose, into which they have been 
lulled by centuries of rigid Presbyterian discipline. 
It is not so much the effect of a love of Calvinism, as 
of an unwillingness to bestic themselves to accomplish 
reforms, which many of them must and do know to 
be seriously required. To rouse them from this 
spiritual lethargy, vigorous and unwearied ex- 
ertions must be made; butif made and continued, 


ful harvest of success. 
appeals be addressed to the good feelings of the 
people—let but their hopes be awakened, and their 





“This also is coming to the point;” and, if 
we mistake not, some of the “controversy ” has 
been tinctured with 


surmises and reflection 


much more calculated to imbitter the hostility 


between Catholics and Protestants in general, | 


than to prepare the way for “the conversion of 
individual Catholics” from their errors and su- | 
perstitions. But we let this pass and proceed 
to the conclusion of the piece in the Recorder. 


Such are our ‘orthodox’ views of the subject. How 
is it with Unitarians? Is Unitarianism so much 
better than Popery, that Unitarians ought to desire | 
and seek the conversion of Catholics, or is it not? | 

. : 

We presume this question of our “orthodox” 


brother is asked in good nature; at any rate we 
shall take it so, and answer it with the same | 
Christian charity and sincerity, and gravity too, 
as if the Editor were seriously asking for in- | 


formation. Unitarians we have always regard- | 


They pro- | 


ed as the very chief of Protestants. 
test not only against Papacy, but against every 
encroachment upon religious liberty and Chris- | 
tian equality, secret or overt. Synods, Assem- | 
blies, Councils, and greater or smaller associa- | 
tions of whatever name, which undertake to 
limit God’s word by their finite views, art not | 

| 


bodies to which Unitarians look up with rey- 


erence andawe. They pray therefore that Pa- 

pists may be converted into Protestants upon 

the broad Protestant ground of the sufficiency | 
of the Scriptures and the right of private judg- | 
ment; and they pray also that protestants may | 
be converted to the dectrine of the true Unity 
of God in opposition to all Trinitarian theories ; 
that they may be converted to the doctrine of 
the paternal character of God in opposition to | 
that of original sin, or native depravity, of a 

vicarious atonement, of personal election and 

consequent personal reprobation; that they may | 
be converted from every doctrine which, in our | 
view, would constitute, instead of a merciful | 


father, a partial, cruel, or unjust sovereign. 


PROSELYTING SPIRIT OF THE CATHOLICS. 
We entertain no doubt of the existence of 
such a spirit among the Catholics, but we have | 


not feared their success to any extent; nor have 


we any proofs that there is much occasion tor | 


alarm on this score. We have been as ready | 
as any of our brother Editors to deprecate the | 
evils, which the influx of foreigners, especially | 
of Irish Catholics may bring upon us, economi- 
cal, political and moral. The time may come | 
(if it do not come soon, it may be too late) when | 


the eyes of the community will be opened on! 


this subject. The right of suffrage ought not | 


} 
| 


| imagine they have an inveterate attachment. 
| us but encourage them to rise in their own vindica- | 


powers called into exercise by strong and sustained 
efforts; and many will not be slow to take up arms 
against the gloomy system, to which we wrongly 


tion: and I believe that this country will, in the 
lapse of a short interval of years, present, perhaps as 
much as any other, the spectacle of a keen and ani- 
mated struggle for religious reformation. 1 may be 


_ deceived; but I cannot help entertaining the delight- 


ful hope, that the time is not far distant, when our 
population will cease to ‘call evil good, and good evil;’ 
and, when breaking in sunder the fetters of priestly 
domination, their courage and energy will revive, 


| while breathing the hallowed atmosphere of Christian 


liberty. 

If we wish to accelerate the approach of such a 
period, in the most effective manner, we must, doubt- 
less, above every other care, seek to exhibit the 


affectionate zeal, in calling upon our orthodox breth- 


opposition to the efforts made to obstruct its | 


they cannot fail to be followed with a most bounti- | 
Let but a series of firm | 


Let | 


| earnestness of a sincere piety, and the warmth of an 


ren to examine the nature of our pretensions. To | 


multiply the number, and increase the zeal of inquir- 
ers, we must show, not by a mere display of words, 


but by the resistless demonstration of high minded , 


and holy enterprise, that we feel the inestimable 
value of our sacred cause. 


But the most interesting address, partly from 


the circumstances of the speaker, was that of 


the Rev. Henry Giles, who thus alludes to the 
religion of his early years. 


The religious opinions of my childhood were those 
of the Roman Catholic Church ; and education con- 
firmed what my infancy imbibed. I was originally 
of these sentiments—because they were the first 
which my opening existence met—because they were 
those the guardians of my youth inculcated—because 
they were those which came recommended by-a 


father’s authority and a mother’s love—because they 
had mauy auractuous tr youtntul fancy and youthful 


fears,—and because they pleaded what, to my predis- 
posed judgment, appeared sufficient arguments. 

I had early loved immortality; the hopes and 
fears, the pleasures and the miseries of an unseen 


| world had fastened on my dawning intellect with 


more than common tenacity. On the ground of re- 
flective powers, I have at best, no reason for vanity ; 
yet such as I possess, became developed, when others 
of my age indulged more in the active and physical 
pleasures of our nature ; and thence it is, that I can 
scarcely,in the retrospect of my intelligent existence, 
remember atime when man’s destiny did not appear, 
to my mind, surrounded with a deep and solemn in- 
terest. I loved Christianity, because it shed a light 
on this destiny ; and Romanism was the only form of 
Christianity with which | was acquainted. Believing 
thus as I did, sincerely and earnestly, the doctrine of 
a future state—the desire to be happy in the perpet- 
uation of my being, became also an absorbing princi- 
ple of my soul. Religion alone pointed out the man- 
ner of securing this object; and in my mind, Roman- 
ism and religion were identical. 

Again; 

And here, let me briefly present a slight view of 
my mind’s experience in its struggles and convictions, 
respecting the Roman Catholic religion. 


The point | 


which most sensibly affected me was, the doctrine of , 


‘exclusive salvation.’ I thoughtit a severe decision, 


that men’s souls should be doomed to misery intermi- | 


nable, for not submitting to certain abstract positions 
and arbitrary ceremonies. 
ble, that individuals should excel in all practical 
goodness, and yet be damned, because they were not 
included in the boundaries of Papal communion, or 
veneraters of Rome’s ecclesiastical dictates or ceremo- 
nies. 
here of various names, should so far resemble one 
another in all that constitutes substantial excellence, 


to be granted so soon to foreigners who migrate } and confers real dignity on human character, and 


This should not be | 
If naturalized for- 


hither, if granted at all. 
viewed as a party question. 


stitutions, turn ‘the scale in favor of one party to | 
day, they may do it in favor of another tomorrow. | 


hereafter be eternally and infinitely separated. I 
thought it apparently inconsistent with all the opera- 


I thought it unaccounta- | 


I thought it unaccountable, that good men | 


tions of God brought within our knowledge, that he | 


circle; and that He alone who knows the heart, should | 


overlook its practical worth, unless it came recom- 


subjected understanding. 


| 
| 
| 
eigners, who know nothing of our political os should confine his goodness, in religion, to a defined 
| 


The question then should be, with all who value | 


our free constitutions of government, whether 
they are not endangered by creating as we 
have done a mass of voters, who are incapable 
of judging what are the true interests of the 
country, and who are the fit persons to sustain 


them. But we leave this matter to politicians. 


CONVERSION OF CATHOLICS. 

Much as we would fain hope and pray for 
the conversion of the Catholics, we fear it would 
be a slow proeess under the wisest human ef- 
forts. No one probably is sanguine enough to 
believe that much can be done in this way with 
adults. 
a despotic power to take up the children and 
youth, and educate them and impart to them 
the habits and modes of thinking of the purer 
part of our native population, so that when 
grown to men and women they would mingle 
with, and feel a common interest with the sons 
and daughters of native parents, much might 


If there resided any where among us 


be hoped for acquisitions to the protestant 
cause. Can any thing be done by invitation, 
by persuasion, to bring them into our schools 
or into schools provided for them, and to make 


them what we would have them to be ? 





UNITARIANISM IN SCOTLAND. 

The Christian Pioneer (printed at Glasgow,) 
for October, is filled with the proceedings of the 
Fourth Anniversary of the “ Scottish Unitarian 
Christian Association”. held at Glasgow on the 


fallible church had thus determined; and from such a 
| decision, I had not as yet the courage or the knowl- 
) . 


| edge to dissent. It might seem strange; but my rea- 
son, I had heard, was inadequate to determine about 


I might wonder, but could not object : the mantle of 
infallibility and authority had been cast upon the 
church; her congregated prelates had inhaled the 
mystical inspiration which accompanies its descent, 
and as to humbler children like myself, it was our 
duty to wrap ourselves in the foldings of its skirts, 
and with patient and silent submission, lie comfortably 
in the darkness it cast around us. 


With a few words respecting the state and 
prospects of Unitarianism in Scotland, we 
close. 

Rev. Mr Yates, of Glasgow, near the close of 
the meeting speaks of the present state of Uni- 
tarianism in Scotland, of “its rapid increase, its 
ardent zeal, its growing power” &c. We can- 
not doubt that he speaks sincerely and with ev- 
We do not believe that he meant to 
cherish or excite expectations which had nothing 
to rest upon. 


idence. 


UNITARIANISM IN IRELAND. 

Much excitement has been produced among 
the Unitarians of freland in consequence of 
a Letter published in London, under the signa- 
ture of “ Presbyter,” misrepresenting “the prin- 
ciples and intentions, the past history nnd pre- 
sent condition of the more liberal portion of the 
Presbyterian denominatien” among them. This 
Letter was occasioned by an Address to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland from the Remon- 
strant Synod of Ulster, with the Presbytery of 
Antrim and the Synod of Munster. We have 





3ist Aug. and Ist of Sept. The accounts of 


mended with the passport of a complex creed and a | 
Still the deeree of an in- | 


such matters; I might regret, but could not amend— ! 
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not seen the Address ; but the misrepresenta- 
tions of “« Presbyter” arc exposed in a letter of 
Dr Montgomery “to the Editor of the Dublin 
Evening Post” with en energy and sharpness of 
rebuke which must have made the anonymous 
«“Presbyter” say to himself, «O, that I were un- 
Is there not reason to suppose that 
there exists, if not a deep laid combination, at 
least an understanding among leading orthodox 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the 
United Kingdom, on this subject ? That they 
expect to stifle Unitarianism, which is really 
breathing more freely than it has ever done be- 
fore, by representing it to be in a state of ex- 
treme weakness, and, as it were, at its last 


known.’ 


gasp? We give the following suggestions of 


a correspondent upon the case. 


IS IT ACCIDENTAL ? 


Mr Epiror,—lI have another ominous coin- 
cidence to communicate. It appears that the 
same game has been played off by the orthodox 
respecting the Unitarianism of Ireland, which 
had been simultaneously acted respecting Eng- 
land and America, Is not this singular? To 
repeat my former question, is it accidental ? 
Mr Colton goes over to London, and tells the 
wondering people that Unitarianism is fast ex- 
piring in the United States ; at the same time 
Dr Matheson comes over hither and proclaims 
the same solemn tale respecting England ; and 
at the same time an Irish clergyman publishes 
to the English the same story respecting Irish 
Unitarianism. The tactics of party warfare are 
very mysterious ; its stratagems are as inexpli- 
cable as they are sometimes dishonest ; but it 
is rare [ think to meet with one so desperate 
and silly as this. Do men suppose that they 
can extinguish a light by roundly asserting that 
it is going out? We have heard of a College 
joke whereby a poor credulous and nervous stu- 
dent was made sick and nigh to death, by an 
agreement among his friends that every one 
should exclaim as they met him, How sick you 
look! The poor fellow was frightened into skin 
and bones and took to his bed. Perhaps it is 
only a similar waggery that our conscientious 
orthodoxies are practising on us ;—thev hope to 
alarm us into a consumption, and drive us out of 
our churches by the nervous fear that they are 
falling down. But if so, the joke is as poor as 
it is harmless. It is certainly calculated to 
make us smile, but rather with contempt at the 
pitifulness ofthe trick, than from a perception of 
its wit. Let us charitably hope that it will not 
be repeated. 

The attack on Ireland above referred to, has 
drawn forth a very severe and spirited reply 
from Dr Montgomery of Belfast, some extracts 
from which might be interesting to the readers 
of the Register. He says that the number of 
Unitarian congregations is thirty-seven, besides 
various incipient Societies, and that the number 
of individuals is about 40,000. E. N. T. 


The following extract from Dr. Montgome- 
ry’s Letter in the Dublin Evening Post shows 
the general tenor of the Address. 


We dared to express eur devoted attachment toa 
patriot King—our respect for his enlightened Repre- 
sentative, the early and unwearied friend of equal 
laws—and our unbounded veneration for the glorious 





principles of civil and religious liberty. All this, 


undoubt ply: wae exceedingly provoking: but our | 
career ofonmence was not yet compierce. We vetiius.a 


to testify our approbation of certain wise and salutary 
measures of Government, “ calculated to satisfy the 
reasonable expectations of all good subjects, to destroy 
the baneful seeds of party discord, to open up the 
resources of Treland to industry and commercial en- 
terprise, and to unite all her inhabitants in loyalty to 
the King, obedience to the laws, and good will to one 
another.’ Nay, we had even the hardihood to state 
the truth, with regard to the new system of National 
Education, and ‘to assure his Excellency, from our 
ewn observation and experience, thatit had been 
already followed by very salutary results; and to 
eXpress our conviction, that a system which so 
liberally provides for the literary, moral, and religious 
training of the great body of the people, without 
interfering with the doctrines or discipline of their 
respective Churches, will, at no distant day, be gladly 
adopted in every portion of Ireland.”’ But “worst of 
all, and most to be deplored,” we concluded by 
declaring ‘‘our gratitude to Divine Providence for 
national and personal blessings, our anxious desire to 
maintain the integrity of the empire, and our sincere 
wish to live in Christian amity, and the exchange of 
all kind offices with every class of our fellow-coun- 
trymen !” 


The first misrepresentation noticed by Dr 
M. is one in the “Belfast Guardian” on the au- 
thority of a gentleman said to be “ very conver- 
sant on the question of Presbyterian Statistics.” 
«I believe” says Dr M., “he is so ; and it was 
therefore the more infamous in him, while pre- 
tending to set down the namesand population of 
our several congregations, to represent one at 
about the eighth part of its actual numbers, se- 
veral at less than one half, and to omit two long 
established congregations altogether !” 

Of the principal adversary, the author of the 
Letter in the London newspaper, Dr M. thus 


speaks : 

So determined is ‘‘Presbyter’’ on misrepresenting 
every thing, that even historical facts are openly 
falsified, and the known events of the passing age 
shamefully distorted. He says, “These three bodies 
the Remonstrant Synod, the Synod of Munster and 
the Presbytery of Antrim are entirely composed, of 
men who have in part seceded, and in part been 
ejected, from the orthodox and Christian portion of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, on account of 
their Arian and Secinian opinions.” Now, this is 
not merely ‘in part’’ but in whole, a daring fabrica- 
tien ; and yet the writer says, ‘* that he speaks from 
personal information !”’ No existing minister of the 
three bodies was ever ejected from the General Sy- 
nod of Ulster. The Synod of Munster has existed 
nearly two centuries, and was always a distinct asso- 
ciation ; the high-minded predecessors of the Pres- 
bytery of Antrim, would not bow their necks to the 
yoke of human bondage, and were compelled in the 
year 1726, to form a separate society in vindication 
of their Christian liberty, and for the assertion of the 
sufficiency of Holy Scripture ; and the Remonstrant 
Synod voluntarily withdrew from the parent Church, 
in the year 1829, because that Church bad openly 
and disgracefully violated its own laws, and trampled 
upon the fandamental principle of Protestantism. In 
no case was the separation grounded upon doctrinal 
differences ; but on a total denial by the General Sy- 
nod of the sacred right of private judgement, and its 
enforcing of human authority in matters of faith, At 
this moment, a Trinitarian may belong to any of the 
three liberal bodies, and in point of fact, three of our 
ministers are avowed Trinitarians at this very pe- 
riod.” 


Again, 


Ifit bea crime to entertain Unitarian opinions, 
“‘Presbyter” well knows that the misnamed orthodox 
Synod of Ulster is tainted to the very core; for, to 
retort the words which he has applied to us, * that 
body embraces amongst its members every grade and 
shade of heresy respecting the Son of God, from high 
Arianism down to low Humanitarianism.”’ The only 
difference between them and us is, that we honestly 
avow what we really are, while they hold out false 
colours to the world, and hypocritically profess a uni- 
formity of creed amidst every variety of faith. Nay, 
at this very moment, several of their ministers are 
denouncing each other a8 unbelievers and liars, in- 





vading each other’s congregations with maniac fury, 





and disturbing the peace of iety by their unhal- 
lowed contentions P prey 


Such an antagonist as «Presbyter” appears to 
be could not have fallen into the power of any 
one who would more thoroughly demolish him 
than Dr. M. has done. . 


SCHOOLS. 

We have placed on our last page a few in- 
teresting reflections of Cousin on Normal schools 
as they exist in Prussia, and as applicable to 
France. We should have said that normal 
schools are such as are intended for the prepa- 
ration of teachers, In these schools, like others, 
there are various gradations in the Prussian 
system, from primary normal schools as nurseries 
of village teachers for the poorest parishes, to 
the highest schools of that name. 

We here subjoin an account, much condensed, 
of the primary normal school of Lastadie near 
Stetten. 

It is intended for poor young men who are to 
be country school masters, and who in the 
mean time may gain a part of their subsistence 
by manual labor. Nothing is taught but what 
is necessary for poor country parishes. It is 
intended to be a Christian school, teachers and 
taught composing one household and one table, 
all upon the simplest plan. Those young men 
are preferred who are born and bred in the coun- 
try, and if they are acquainted with some handi- 
craft, or with gardening, they have opportuni- 
ties for practice; indeed manual labor is to some 
The 
course of instruction is designed to teach the 
pupils to think, while they attend to reading, 
writing, arithmetic and singing. 


extent combined with the main object. 


They are to 
be put in the way of instructing themselves. The 
objects of instruction are religion, and their own 
language,besides what have just been mentioned; 
also the elements of geometry and natural his- 
Accu- 
The period 
of study is two years; in the first they learn 


tory, and narratives of national history. 
racy of language is attended to. 


what they are to teach; in the second they 
practice teaching (in a school of poor children 
attached to the normal school) according to a 
fixed plan. The number of pupils in the 
normal schools is twelve, and they do the 
The daily lessons be- 


and psalmody. 


work of the house. 
gin and end with 
The object is to promote faith quickened by 
charity. “What will it not require,” says 
Cousin, to imbue the whole establishment with 
the true spirit of Christianity, so that masters 
and pupils may devote themselves with their 
whole hearts, and for the love of God, to the 


children of the poor. 


prayers 


No one is admitted under 
eighteen or over twenty years of age—must be 
able to sustain an examination in what is taught 
in a good country school—and produce satisfac- 
tory testimonials of his character and the state 
of his health. The examination on quitting is 


eonducted by the school councillors of the de- 
partment, and certificates furnished, with the 


gradations of 1,2, 3,—all the students attend 
divine service in the Church of Lastadie on Sun- 
The Report of Cousin in regard to the 
whole provision for public instruction in Prussia 
is minute and full of interest. Much we should 
think might be learned from it which would be 


days. 


applicable even to our republican system. 


PRAYER. 
Tue Erricacy or Prayer. By Joun Bra- 
ZER. PRINTED FOR THE AMERICAN UNI- 


TARIAN ASSOCIATION. 

This tract or discourse is written in a manner 
well suited to the subject, and the views it em- 
Mr 
Brazer considers prayer as a means of obtaining 
the specific fayor and help of God, both in re- 


braces are among the most momentous. 


gard to our spiritual and temporal welfare, 
which we may not expect to receive without 
it.” 

We are not prepared to say whether this is 
or is not precisely true ; but we should prefer 
to separate the propositions embraced in it, 
The distinction between temporal and spiritual 
good, being in its nature infinite, and knowing 
so little as we do what temporal blessings, as 
they are commonly called, and as we ought to 
regard them, tend to our eternal good, our 
prayers for the most part should be very gene- 
ral respecting temporals. It is true we cannot 
refrain from prayers for certain earthly favors 
for ourselves, and for those who are intimately 
connected with us; for health, freedom from 
pain, safety in peril, and the like. But it may 
be necessary for our probation that our prayers 
And bodily comfort, 
ease, prosperity, life, or whatever else it may be 
pertaining to the body, are not worthy to be 
compared with the prosperity and health of 
our souls and of the souls of those who are 
dear to us. 


should not be answered. 


In the Lord’s prayer we have 
authority to pray for daily sustenance, and ex- 
amples are given of the efficacy of prayer both 
in the Old Testament and in the New which in 
their immediate purpose appear to be merely 
temporal. But it must be acknowledged that 
concerning most things solely temporal we must 
pray blindly if we pray at all, and a confiding 
heart in the overruling Providence of God, @ 
will submissive to his will, a constancy in daty, 
with humble trust that he careth for us, is the 
prayer of faith which reposes in generals, and 


descends not often to particulars. 

But not so for spiritual succor, and for what- 
ever promotes spiritual nourishment and growth 
and perfect stature. Here we may be as speci- 
fied as we will, watch and pray constantly, fer- 
vently for victory over every appetite and pas- 
sion, and every temptation. And here too, we 
know, that if we pray in faith and sincerity, our 
prayers will be answered. We can perceive 
the effect. And if every thing goes ill with us in 
the world ; if we have no evidence of a favora- 








ble answer to our prayers in what pertains to 
our outward condition, we have that answer of 
peace to the conscience which enables us to 
rise above every physical evil, 

But we did not mean to write a dissertation. 
We cordially recommend Mr Brazer’s Essay. 
It contains a succinct and satisfactory reply to 
the objections made against the Efficacy of 
Prayer derived from the Immutability of the laws 
of nature, and from the consideration that God 
is unchangeable, and that therefore it is a mere 
presumption that we may prevail upon him by our 
importunities. 





In approaching the subject directly, Mr Bra- 
zer maintains the Efficacy of prayer because 
this Efficacy is promised to our prayers in God’s 
revealed word ; and not resting upon authority 
only, it is in itsetf, entirely rational. Moreover, 
“Prayer is a native instinct of the human soul,” 
and involves necessarily the belief that if duly 
offered it will be heard; being thus a neces- 
sary part of our natures, it is not implanted im 
vain ; and thus necessarily involving this belief, 
it will not be disappointed. Thisis a very strong 
view of the subject, and, we believe, a true 
one. For though so many seem to live without 
God in the world, and restrain prayer, yet there 
are scasons in the life of almost every one, when 
gratitude, will utter itself in thanksgiving, for 
undeserved favors; when’ penitence will make 
confession, urged by conscious guilt ; when fear 
will break forth in supplicating tones, from im- 
pending danger of a speedy summons to the 
bar of God. 





OCCASIONAL SERMONS. 
We have three discourses before us of this 


kind, all well deserving of notice. We shall 
speak of them in the order of time in which they 
were severally delivered. 














The Spirit of Jesus. A Sermon preached at the in- 
stallation of the Rev. D. H. Barlow, in Brooklyn, 
New York, December 17, 1834, by W. H. Fur- 


ness. 

The Text of Mr. Furness’ Sermon is from 
John iv. 34.  “ My meat is to do the will of 
Him that sent me.” 

He begins with a beautiful and touching de- 
scription of the circumstances under which ow 
Saviour uttered these words. They furnish a 
striking instance of his allegorical mode of giv- 
ing force to a moral or preceptive lesson, among 
a multitude of a similar kind, in which instruc- 
tion is drawn from some incident, example o: 
event, in which the principal end seems in s 
manner accidental ; thus elevating his teaching 
above the dulness of formal precepts and forma 
reasoning. 

The author of the Sermon speaks of the Ia. 
mentable deficiency in Christians in disinterest 
ed goodness ; in doing the will of God for it 
own sake. There are those who “cultivate wha 
is called goodness because it is very decent an 
respectable” ; and “those who do what is righ 
not from love, but for example’s sake” ; and the 
climax of goodness, with the great mass of thox 
who aim to be Christians indeed, is, not so muct 
the love of holiness, as of the rewards that are 
proferred. And here we will let Mr. Furnesi 
speak for himself, in the following eloquent pas- 
sage ; for we know not how we could bette: 
| fill the same space for the benefit of our rea- 
ders. 








Even those who profess religion, and serious- 
ly aim to bring religious considerations to act 
upon their characters, do not seek their great 
object with the true feeling. They are always 
dwelling upon the recompence of reward. It is 
not virtue, but happiness ; not holiness, but 
heaven that attracts and absorbs their regards. 
They are ever sending their imaginations on- 
| ward into the world beyond the grave, and the 
ravishing idea is that there, if they can only 
once get to heaven, they shall be safe and at 
ease. They are led along by the vague dream 
of a state of endless and unqualified bliss,where 
the fear of untold sufferings shalt never more 
reach them. Their springs of spiritual action, 
are their hopes and fears—selfish hopes and 
slavish fears. It is not with the essential and 
unutterable beauty of goodness that they identi- 
fy all that they most ardently desire. But they 
are captivated and swayed by the expectation 
of some great compensation for the exceeding 
wearisomeness of God’s service, and their feel- 
ing seems to be that if it were not for a large 
reward hereafter to be received, the practice of 
righteousness would be very dull and disagree- 
able, not to be thought of in comparison with 
the pleasures of a worldly life. It is the melan- 
choly defect of nearly all the prevalent forms of 
religion, that they countenance and encourage 
men in regarding pure, spiritual goodness, as 
only a means of attaining some future and far 
greater geod, as if there were in this whole vni- 
verse of God any greater good, any good that 
does not sink into insignificance in comparison 
with the simple consciousness of doing well! 
Accordingly, even the religiously disposed are 
blind to the true nature of the service in which 
they prefer to engage, and in which they do en- 
gage with no smal! show of being in earnest.— 
Thus blind, they make no spiritual progress. 
Various duties are discharged, but languidly and 
with no discrimination, but with a painful feel- 
ing of restraint. No hearty pleasure is taken 
in well-doing. There is no alacrity, no enthu- 
siasm. 

Are not these things so? Do I exaggerate ? 
Is not the good that men do for the most part, 
either a mere tribute to the opinion of the world, 
or the result of a cool calculation of interest, or 
a service irksomely performed from no motive 
but the hope of a reward ? When we examine 
ourselves, are we not forced to confess that un- 
der one or another of these heads, nearly all 
that is good in us, must needs be classed? Is 
the goodness that we commonly meet with now- 
a-days, any thing more than a matter of tempe- 
rament, or of policy, the product of opinion, the 
offspring of vague hopes and fears ? 

From this description of what true goodness 
or holiness is not, the transition is easy to the 
description of what it is, which the author pro 
ceeds happily to illustrate in close connection 
with his text. 

The newly formed Society before which this 














| discourse was delivered have our earnest prayer® 
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